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were thrown in alive, and were supposed to reappear at the
festival of th'e following year. Here, therefore, if we accept
Lobeck's emendations, the corn-spirit is conceived as alive
throughout the year ; he lives and works under ground, but
is brought up each autumn to be renewed and then replaced
in his subterranean abode.1

If persons of fastidious taste should object that the Greeks The hcrse>
never could have conceived Demeter and Persephone to be ^meferof
embodied in the form of pigs, it may be answered that in the Phigalia.
cave of Phigalia in Arcadia the Black Demeter was portrayed
with the head and mane of a horse on the body of a woman.2
Between the portrait of a goddess as a pig, and the portrait of
her as a woman with a horse's head, there is little to choose
in respect of barbarism. The legend told of the Phigalian
Demeter indicates that the horse was one of the animal
forms assumed in ancient Greece, as in modern Europe,8 by
the corn-spirit It was said that in her search for her
daughter, Demeter assumed the form of a mare to escape
the addresses of Poseidon, and that, offended at his impor-
tunity, she withdrew in dudgeon to a cave not far from
Phigalia in the highlands of Western Arcadia. The very
cavern, now turned into a little Christian chapel with its
holy pictures, is still shewn to the curious traveller far down
the side of that profound ravine through which the brawling
Neda winds under overhanging woods to the sea. There,
robed in black, she tarried so long that the fruits of the earth
were perishing, and mankind would have died of famine if
Pan had not soothed the angry goddess and persuaded her to
quit the cave. In memory of this event, the Phigalians set
up an image of the Black Demeter in the cave ; it represented
a woman dressed in a long robe, with the head and mane of
a horse.4 The Black Demeter, in whose absence the fruits

1 It is worth nothing that in Crete,         4 Pausanias,  viii.   25  and  42.     At
which was an ancient seat of Demeter      the sanctuary of the Mistiess (that is,
worship (see above, vol. i. p. 131), the     of Persephone) in Arcadia many terra-
pig was esteemed very sacred and was      cotta statuettes have been found which
not eaten (Athenaeus, ix. 18, pp. 375      represent draped women with the heads
F-376 A).    This would not exclude the      of cows or sheep.    They are probably
possibility of its being eaten sacrament-      votive images of Demeter or Persephone,
ally, as at the Thesmophoria.                    for the ritual of the sanctuary prescribed
* 1'ausanias, viii. 42.                             the offering of images (Dittenberger,
3  Above, vol. i. pp. 292 sqqm                 Sylloge Inscriftionum Graecarum? No.
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